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Map  shewing  how  Germany  has  been  mads  by  War. 


''The  National  Industry  of  Prussia  is  W&r."—JIJirabeau. 


Modern  Germany  has  been  made  by  the  three  short  successful  Wars  of  1864,  1866,  and  1870,  and  has 
always  found  War  to  be  a  very  paying  business. 


Map  of  Atlantic  Ocean,  showing  the  important  straegic  positions  occup'ed  by  the 
Portuguese  Islands  of  Madeira  and  The  Azores. 


WHY  GERMANY  MADE  WAR. 


My  remarks  are  entirely  non-political.  I  do  not 
deal  in  any  way  with  labour  disputes.  My  pur- 
pose is  mainly  to  put  before  people  the  military 
situation  as  it  exists  at  the  present  moment. 
I  make  no  excuse  for  bringing  this  situation 
before  business  men,  because,  after  all,  the  com- 
mercial situation  at  the  end  of  the  war  will  largely 
depend  on  the  military  situation. 

People  are  going  round  and  saying,  "  What  are 
we  really  fighting  for,  and  wlien  is  this  war 
coming  to  an  end  / '  Meetings  are  held  at  which 
resolutions  are  passed,  no  doubt  by  very  excellent 
patriots,  declaring  that  they  are  tired  of  this 
sanguinary  business,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that 
there  is  a  deplorable  amount  of  ignorance  in  the 
country  as  to  the  real  causes  of  the  war  and  as  to 
the  German  aims  which  brought  it  about. 

We  have  got  to  face  the  fact  that  this  war  is  the 
result  of  a  long  thought-out  and  most  cunning 
German  plot  for  obtaining  the  military  and  com- 
mercial domination  of  the  whole  world.  The 
downfall  of  the  British  Empire  was  a  necessary 
-preliminary,  owing  to  such  facts  as  that  we  hold  the 
principal  coaling  stations  fof  the  world,  and  th  t 
the  British  Navy  has  been,  lor  the  last  two  hundred 
years,  the  police  of  the  seas,  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  world  in  general. 

Trade  not  the  Real  Issue. 

I  wish  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  I  do  not  look 
on  the  trade  aspect  as  more  than  an  incident,  even 
though  it  is  one  of  vital  importance  to  us. 
America  has  a  large  and  growing  foreign  trade 


and  will  probably  after  this  war  have  a  much 
larger  share  in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world 
than  she  had  before.  America  is  no  more  in  this 
war  for  the  par  pose  of  fighting  for  English  trade 
than  we  are  fighting  for  American  trade. 

A  distinguished  Canadian  officer  recently  asked 
what  were  the  reasons  for  the  Canadians  being 
here.  He  said  he  asJLcd  the  question  because  he 
had  heard  a  lecture  given  by  some  Army  lecturer 
who  made  a  sort  of  point  that  we  were  simply 
fighting  for  the  British  Empire  and  British  trade. 
He  said,  "  We  have  not  come  over  here  to  save 
British  trade,  and  if  the  Germans  have  got  ahead 
of  the  British  in  brain  power,  trade  organisation 
and  various  other  things  which  make  for  the 
success  of  foreign  trade,  we  are  not  coming  over 
here  to  fight  for  that.  We  are  out  here  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  Germany  obtaining  the 
domination  of  the  whole  world  and  imposing  her 
Kultur,  her  customs  and  her  laws  on  us  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.1*  I  think  we  ought  to 
lose  no  opportunity  of  making  everybody  realise 
that  that  is  the  position.  America  is  no  more  here 
to  fight  for  our  trade  than  we  are  to  fight  for 
American  trade.  We  do  not  ask  Canadians  or 
Anzacs  to  fight  for  British  trade,  but  for  the 
British  Empire  and  the  cause  of  liberty,  justioe, 
and  peace  throughout  the  world. 

America's  Motive. 

No,  the  Americans  are  combining  with  us 
because  they  realise  that  we  are  both  fighting 
against  an  unscrupulous  burglarious  bully,  who 
wishes  to  knock  our,  America  by  reaching  her  over 
the  corpse  of  England.  The  German  game  at  the 
present  moment  is  to  try  and  play  off  one  of  the 
Allies  against  another  by  making  the  Allies  of 
England  cultivate  the  belief  that  they  are  simply 
being  made  tools  of  by  England  and  used  for  the 
purpose  of  ensuring  British  trade  and  supremacy. 
We  have  seen  instances  of  that  in  the  propaganda 
which  took  place  in  Italy,  which  resulted  in  the 
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creaking  oi  the  Italian  line  at  a  critical  moment. 
Leaflets  were  scattered  from  aeroplanes  all  oyer 
:he  Italian  front  alleging  that  the  war  was  being 
orolongod  in  order  that  British  interests  might  be 
maintained  bv  the  shedding  of  the  blood  of  Italian 
soldiers.  That  is  their  ffame ;  they  are  doing  the 
ame  everywhere.  What  we  ha^e  to  make  per- 
fectly clear  is  that  the  Allies  are  all  banded 
together  not  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  for  each 
other's  material  interests,  but  for  maintaining  the 
Liberty  of  the  world  because  we  have  the  strongest 
possible  objection  to  anything  in  the  way  of  German 
domination,  now  we  know  what  Germany  is. 

How  the  War  Began. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  sort 
of  apolosyy  to  an  assembly  of  Englishmen  in  regard 
to  an  address  on  this  particular  subject.  We  have 
got  to  imprt  ss  on  our  people  what  the  situation  is 
at  the  present  moment.  One  thing  I  want  you  to 
remember  is  this :  the  original  idea  of  this  war 
may  be  said  to  have  been  a  manoeuvre  for  position. 
Germany  was  manoeuvring  to  get  herself  into  a 
strategical  position  so  that  she  could,  first  of  all, 
squeeze  the  British  Empire  and  then  the  rest  ot 
the  world  to  an  unlimited  extent.  She  was  going 
to  get  England  into  that  position  by  first  of  all 
defeating  France  and  Russia.  She  never  thought 
we  were  coming  in.  Our  coming  in  completely 
upset  German  plans  for  a  rapid  and  successful  rush 
on  Paris  and  the  French  armies.  Hence  the  bitter 
hatred  with  which  they  regard  us— the  bitter 
hatred  which,  cowardly  bullies  as  they  are,  they 
vent  on  the  British  prisoners  in  their  power. 

We  want  to  make  the  people  understand  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  Germany  has^  practically  got 
what  she  went  to  war  for— in  fact  rather  more. 
Anything  in  the  nature  of  peace  by  negotiations, 
with  circumstances  as  they  are  at  the  present 
moment,  would  be  nothing  less  than  a  German 
victory.  A  drawn  war  would  be  a  German  victory. 
A  Socialist  member  of  the  Reichstag,  Dr.  Paul 
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Lensch,  said  recently  :  "  Germany  will  have  won 
the  war  if  she  does  not  lose  it ;  but  England  will 
have  lost  the  war  if  she  does  not  win  it." 

A  drawn  war  means  a  German  victory.  I  nope 
that  will  sink  well  into  the  minds  of  everybody. 

It  is  quite  impossible  to  form  any  just  opinion  as 
to  how  we  ought  to  end  this  war  unless  we  know 
how  it  began.  Few  amongst  the  general  public 
really  understand  the  situation  geographically ; 
if  they  did,  it  is  inconceivable  that  any  number  of 
thinking  people  could  favour  a  peace  by  negotia- 
tion. That  would  be  simply  an  acknowledgment 
that  Germany  had  won.  Surely  the  descendants 
of  the  Englishmen  who  fought  for  liberty  in  the 
past  and  built  up  the  British  Empire,  who  made  the 
Union  Jack  the  symbol  of  liberty  and  justice,  who 
stood  for  years  against  Napoleon  a  hundred  years 
ago,  will  fight  to  the  bitter  end  sooner  than  see 
the  whole  world  under  the  brutal  domination  of 
Germany.  Too  few  realise  the  vast  and  insidious 
German  plot  for  obtaining  this  world-wide  domi- 
nation and  recognise  that  the  undoing  of  the  British 
Empire  is  only  the  first  step. 

Another  point  I  want  you  to  remember  is  this  ; 
that  Germany  has  grown  by  war  and  by  war  alone. 
People  forget  how  Prussia  developed  into  modern 
Germany  as  a  result  of  three  short  and  very  suc- 
cessful wars  in  1864,  '66,  and  70.  The  wliole  modern 
generation  of  Germans  has  been  brought  up  to  see 
that  war  is  a  very  paying  business.  Mirabeau,  the 
French  statesman,  100  years  ago  said, "  The  national 
industry  of  Prussia  is  war." 

German  Designs  Mapped  Out. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  our  getting  into  all  this 
trouble  is  that,  owing  largely  to  our  insular  position, 
we  are  too  parochial  in  our  thoughts  and  politics. 
We  think  too  little  of  the  great  nations  that  sur- 
round us  and  far  too  much  of  our  own  particular 
parish.  We  must  think  more  in  nations  and  less  in 
parishes.  I  hope  to  encourage  that  by  means  of  these 
maps  which  I  have  had  made.   They  are  rather 
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crude,  but  they  are  made  to  be  seen  at  the  far  end 
of  a  large  hall ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  would 
give  a  fit  to  any  member  of  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society.  They  do  not  give  any  detail,  but  they 
show  the  main  features. 

On  the  map  you  see  Holland,  Belgium  and  the 
occupied  portions  of  France,  roughly  indicated  by 
the  red  line.  More  especially  remember  the  position 
of  Antwerp,  which  Napoleon  always  said  would  be 
a  pistol  permanently  pointed  at  the  heart  of  England 
if  it  was  held  by  any  strong  Continental  Power. 
Belgium  was  created  a  neutral  country  after  the 
Napoleonic  wars,  and  its  neutrality  guaranteed  by 
England,  France,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  because  it 
was  felt  that  "  the  cock-pit  of  Europe  "  should  be 
Made  neutral  as  the  best  means  ol  securing  a  lasting 
peace.  You  have  to  remember  the  position  of  Lille, 
the  Manchester  of  France.  The  Lille  factories  have 
been  looted  and  plant  worth  millions  carried  off  for 
re-erection  in  Germany.  The  Germans  secured 
most  of  the  great  coal  field  of  Lens  and  all  the 
Longwy  iron  deposits,  from  which  France  obtained 
70  per  cent,  of  her  coal  and  iron  before  the  war. 
France  has  suffered  terribly  through  having  that 
part  of  the  country  occupied  for  three  and  a  half 
years  by  the  enemy.  You  will  notice  the  two 
Flanders  ports,  Zeebrugge  and  Ostend*,  havens  of 
submarines  and  destroyers.  Further  along  you  see 
the  Channel  ports,  Dunkirk,  Calais,  and  Boulogne. 

The  Invasion  op  19H. 

For  many  years  Germany  had  worked  at  a  scheme 
to  outflank  the  Eastern  defences  of  France  by 
breaking  through  Belgium  and  Luxemburg,  violat- 
ing the  neutrality  treaty  signed  by  herself,  and 
invading  France  from  the  north  and  north-east. 
We  have  had  three  extraordinary  escapes  in  this 
war  ;  first,  when  the  armies  swept  down  in  their 
blind  confidence  and  left  the  Channel  ports  behind 


>     •  NOTE.  Zeebrugge  blocked  and   Ostend  partially- 
blocked  last  May  by  the  British  Navy, 


them,  and,  second  and  third,  when  the  Germans  so 
nearly  got  through  in  the  two  battles  of  Ypres.  If 
they  had  succeeded  they  would  soon  have  had  their 
heavy  guns  mounted  at  Calais,  submarines  working 
from  Boulogne,  Calais  and  Dunkirk,  and  the  Straits 
of  Dover  full  of  mines.  Dover  would  soon  have 
been  in  ruins,  Dover  harbour  impossible,  a  situation 
of  the  greatest  danger  created. 

It  is  also  just  as  well  to  remind  people  what 
would  have  happened  if  we  had  stayed  out  and 
remained  neutral.  At  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of 
war  there  was  great  confusion  of  opinion  on  this 
subject ;  you  may  even  now  find  some  pacifists 
saying  we  ought  to  have  stayed  out  of  it.  If  we 
had  remained  neutral,  the  Boches  would  have  come 
and  occupied  Antwerp  and  the  Channel  ports  at 
once.  They  need  not  have  attacked  England  ;  the 
next  move  would  have  been  for  us  ;  and  we  can 
picture  the  German  General  Staff  rubbing  their 
hands  and  patting  each  other  on  the  back  and  saying, 
"Now  we  have  got  them  !  "  They  would  soon  have 
had  guns  mounted  at  Calais.  Picture  the  panic 
and  rage  throughout  England  when  it  was  found 
what  was  going  on.  I  suppose  ,  we  should  have 
mobilised  and  rushed  troops  to  the  co*st.  The 
Boches  would  have  asked  whom  we  were  mobilising 
against  and  there  would  have  been  war.  Mean- 
while, the  German  raiders  would  have  got  out  to 
the  ocean  and  made  havoc  of  our  trade  routes ; 
the  French  would  have  execrated  the  very  name  of 
England,  whilst  the  whole  world  would  have  called 
us  curs  and  cowards  for  having  let  down  France 
through  sheer  selfishness  and  fear. 

German  Designs  in  the  East. 

I  shall  now  deal  with  what  is  more  important 
because  less  familiar  to  the  British  public  :  South- 
eastern Europe,  Asia  Minor,  Egypt,  the  Suez  Canal 
and  the  Persian  Gulf.  It  has  been  long  known 
that  we  attach  the  greatest  importance  to  our 
supremacy  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  situated,  as  it  is, 
on  the  flank  of  our  route  to  India. 


6 


Up  to  about  fifteen  years  ago,  there  were  ho 
»reat  railways  in  Asia  Minor  ;  nothing  but  a  few 
local  railways  from  Smyrna  and  from  Constanti- 
nople. The  whole  of  this  great  country  was  kept 
by  the  Turks  entirely  undeveloped  as  regards 
communications,  as  only  Turks  can  keep  a  country 
undeveloped  for  centuries.  Germany  had  for 
some  years  been  realising  the  vast  openings  for 
commercial  enterprise  there,  the  latent  agricul- 
tural and  mineral  wealth,  its  hardy  population 
and  the  possibilities  of  development  under  the 
influence  and  direction  of  a  powerful  and  enter- 
prising nation.  So  a  great  scheme  known  as  the 
Central  Europe  or  "  Mittel-Europa  "  scheme  began 
to  be  put  forward,  and  this  idea  was  preached  all 
over  Germany.  Germany  sought  to  have  an 
immense  sphere  of  influence  comprising  Austria, 
the  Balkan  States,  Greece  and  Turkey,  dominating 
the  whole  from  Berlin,  right  down  to  Basra,  on 
the  Persian  Gulf. 

Hamburg  to  Aleppo. 

This  was  to  be  served  and  controlled  by  a  great 
railway  with  through  communication  from  Ham- 
burg to  Basra,  passing  through  Berlin,  Vienna, 
Belgrade.  Sofia,  Constantinople  and  Aleppo,  which 
would  become  a  sort  of  Clapham  Junction  of  the 
East,  where  we  may  one  day  hear  the  porter  cry- 
ing out,  "Change  here  for  India!"  when  in  the 
train  from  London  to  Capetown.  From  Aleppo 
the  line  would  proceed  to  Bagdad  and  thence  to 
the  Persian  Gulf.  It  would  develop  the  great 
plains  of  Mesopotamia,  once  the  greatest  corn 
growing  district  of  the  world,  and  destined  to 
become  so  again  with  proper  government  and 
proper  irrigation. 

Aleppo  and  the  neighbouring  port  of  Alexan- 
dretta  will  one  day  in  the  near  future  constitute 
one  of  the  most  important  strategical  and  com- 
mercial centres  of  the  world  when  industries  and 
railways  are  established  and  the  mineral  and 
agricultural  resources  properly  developed.  The 
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wHole  would  de  undei  tiie  control  ol  Germany, 
and  German  influence  would  be  dominant.  Ger- 
man business,  trade  and  finance  would  be  para- 
mount, everywhere  backed  by  German  armies,  and 
the  whole  country  would  be  exploited  to  the  great 
advantage  and  increased  power  of  Germany. 

But,  to  Germans,  the  great  attraction  of  the 
scheme  lay  in  its  promise  to  establish  Germany  in 
a  strong  strategical  position  in  A  na  Minor  from 
which  she  could  constantly  threaten  and  ultimate- 
ly take  Egypt  and  the  Suez  Canal,  as  I  will  show 
you  presently.  Far-seeing  people  saw  the  danger 
and  pointed  it  out,  but  the  country  knew  very 
little  about  it  and  paid  very  little  attention  to  it. 

Water  Communications. 

A  much  more  dangerous  situation  has  arisen 
during  the  last  year  or  two  through  the  develop- 
ment of  great  canal  systems  to  connect  the  North 
Sea  with  the  Danube.  Now  that  Rumania  has 
been  crushed  and  the  Danube  is  open  to  Germany 
the  situation  demands  the  closest  attention  by 
everybody.  The  existing  canal  through  Bavaria 
from  Aschaffenburg  on  the  Main  to  Passau  on  the 
Danube  above  Vienna  is  being  enlarged  to  take 
ships  of  about  2,000  tons  burden,  and  another 
series  of  canals  has  been  sanctioned  between  the 
Elbe,  the  Oder,  and  the  Danube.  Germany  will 
in  time  be  able  to  send  light  cruisers,  destroyers 
and  submarines  from  the  North  Sea  to  the  Black 
Sea,  dominating  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  from 
behind  the  Dardanelles  forts  and  able  to  render 
the  Eastern  Mediterranean  practically  impossible 
to  shipping.  This  "  Mittel-Europa  "  scheme  was 
Germany's  main  object  and  at  this  moment  she 
has  practically  got  it,  with  its  population  of  170 
millions,  mostly  composed  of  warlike  peoples,  who 
would  make  excellent  soldiers.  It  is  easy  to  see 
how  the  whole  course  of  the  war  might  have  been 
altered  had  we  been  able  to  scotch  this  scheme  in 
the  early  days  by  the  capture  of  Constantinople. 
But  things  happened,  and  I  need  not  enlarge  on 
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them  here.  So  you  see  how  this  German  scheme 
had  the  additional  attraction  of  directly  menacing 
the  English  position  in  Egypt  and  the  Suez  Canal. 
Put  forward  in  the  guise  of  a  commercial  enter- 
prise, Germany's  real  object  was  the  occupation  of 
a  position  from  which  she  could  turn  us  out  of 
Egypt  and  the  Suez  Canal  whenever  she  liked. 
She  is  in  possession  at  the  present  moment  of  the 
whole  country  north  of  Jerusalem.  If  you  can 
invade  Palestine  from  Egypt,  Egypt  could  be 
attacked  from  Palestine.  Germany  would  have  a 
through  land  route  which  we  could  not  touch, 
bringing  reinforcements  and  supplies,  we  having 
to  come  through  a  sea  full  of  submarines.  This 
would  constitute  a  most  dangerous  position  for 
Britain.  The  Germans  say  that  the  Suez  Canal 
is  the  nerve-centre  of  the  British  Empire.  Herr 
Delbruck  says  :  "  The  main  ganglion  of  the  British 
Empire  is  Egypt  and  the  Suez  Canal.  If  Turkey 
comes  out  of  this  war  a  strong  state "  (i  e.%  a 
Germanised  Turkey)  *'and  provides  herself  with 
railways,  England  can  never  go  on  holding  Egypt 
with  6,000  European  soldiers.  If  England  loses 
the  Canal,  all  the  bands  of  Empire  are  loosened. 
Even  the  Central  Government  in  London  might 
become  insecure,  and  what  then?"  Yes,  what 
then  ?  Once  you  have  got  that  done,  the  whole 
position  of  Britain  in  the  East  is  undermined. 

Note. — Since  the  signing  of  "  peace  "  with  Russia 
a  great  German  scheme  of  canals  and  canalized 
rivers  between  the  Gulf  of  Riga  and  the  Black  Sea 
via  the  River  Dnieper  has  been  approved,  while 
the  capture  of  Odessa,  the  naval  shipbuilding  yard 
of  Nikolaieff,  Sebastopol,  and  the  Russian  Black 
Sea  fleet  will  undoubtedly  enable  Germany  to  have 
a  strong  fleet  of  submarines  and  destroyers  in  the 
Black  Sea  at  a  comparatively  early  date, 

Our  Mediterranean  Interests. 
Egypt  gone,  a  German  and   Austrian  fleet 
issuing  out  of  the  Adriatic  with  many  transports 
might    take    Malta,    while    their    main  fleet 
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threatened  BnglancL  We  might  be  turned  out 
of  the  Mediterranean,  and  with  us  would  go 

our  great  trade  there  ;  British  prestige  and  trade 
would  suffer  a  mortal  blow,  India  would  soon 
follow  and  when  the  Dominions  had  set  up  on 
their  own  and  the  smaller  colonies  and  coaling 
stations  had  gone  to  Germany,  the  British  Empire 
would  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  represented  by  two 
discredited  and  discontented  islands  in  the  North 
Sea,  formerly  known  as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Surely  the  most  stupid  must  see  the  great  prize 
for  which  Germany  has  been  steadily  working.  If 
Mittel-Buropa  could  have  been  made  an  accom- 
plished fact  by  peaceful  penetration  and  the  mere 
crushing  of  Serbia,  Germany  would  have  won  her 
war  aims  without  fighting,  and  then  we,  probably 
without  Allies,  should  have  been  "  for  it"  whenever 
Germany  pleased. 

I  would  like  you  to  realise  by  means  of  a  few 
figures  what  the  Suez  Canal  is  to  us.  Having 
commanded  the  artillery  on  the  canal  for  seven 
months  in  1915,  I  know  it  intimately  throughout 
its  length,  and  have  learnt  to  understand  its 
immense  importance  to  us.  In  the  year  1913.  the 
year  before  the  war>  the  number  of  ships  that 
went  through  the  canal  was  just  over  five 
thousand,  the  number  of  British  ships  was  just 
short  of  three  thousand,  whilst  Austrian  and 
German  ships  combined  were  about  one  thousand  ; 
that  shows  you  the  proportion  of  British  trade 
through  the  Suez  Canal.  Of  the  tonnage  that 
went  through,  the  United  Kingdom  had  about 
twelve  millions  out  of  a  total  of  twenty  millions 
and  the  twelve  millions  of  British  tonnage 
corresponded  with  about  four  millions  of  German 
and  Austrian  combined.  With  regard  to  the 
Mediterranean  trade,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  this 
amounted  to  something  like  sixty-four  million 
pounds  of  imports  in  1913  and  fifty-nine  millions 
of  exports  ;  the  Indian  and  Persian  trade  was 
about  eighty-nine  millions  of  imports  and  about 
eighty-two  millions  of  exports.    These  are  large 
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figures,  and  it  is  just  as  well  to  take  that  into 
consideration.  If  we  were  to  lose  our  Mediter- 
ranean trade  and  our  position  in  the  East  the  first 
people  to  feel  it  would  be  our  business  community 
and  the  working  men  in  our  great  industrial 
districts. 

Germany's  Schemes  in  Africa. 

This  Mittel-Europa  was  only  the  preliminary. 
The  next  great  design  of  Germany  was  to  establish 
a  huge  African  tropical  Empire  stretching  right 
across  all  the  British  colouies  on  the  West  Coast 
and  in  Central  Africa.  The  small  map  at  the 
end  is  designed  to  bring  home  to  people  that 
the  scheme  was  to  have  been  an  enormous 
belt  of  German  tropical  Africa  stretching  right 
across  from  one  coast  to  the  other,  with  German 
ships  and  U-boats  from  harbours  on  the  West 
Coast  dominating  the  whole  of  the  Atlantic  trade 
and  dealing  with  the  American  continent,  whilst 
the  harbours  on  the  East  Coast  dominated  the 
Indian  Ocean.  This  the  Germans  call  "  Mittel- 
Africa." 

This  most  stupendous  enterprise  has  been  a 
German  ambition  for  years.  Germany  uses  her 
tropical  colonies  as  sources  of  raw  material  for 
her  home  industries.  By  arming  and  drilling  the 
war-like  tribes  the  other  natives  are  exploited  by 
most  brutal  methods  of  forced  labour  under  the 
lash.  Naturally,  she  can  obtain  her  raw  material 
cheaply  by  these  means.  I  suergest  that  our 
Labour  Party  would  do  well  to  bear  this  in  mind. 

Some  Prussian  History. 

At  the  time  of  Napoleon,  Prussia  consisted  of 
Prussia  proper,  formerly  Brandenburg,  East 
Prussia,  the  two  portions  taken  at  the  partition  of 
Poland  and  the  great  mining  district  of  Silesia, 
which  Frederick  the  Great  took  from  Austria  ; 
the  Rhine  Provinces,  Westphalia  and  other  portions 
were  taken  in  after  Waterloo.  Prussia  prospered 
commercially  and  in  a  military  sense  during  the 
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long  peace  that  followed.  Bismarck  arose  in  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  and  the  key-note  of 
his  policy  was  aggression  ;  it  was  a  policy,  as  he 
said,  of  "  blood  and  iron."  He  followed  Frederick 
the  Great's  maxim,  4 *  Whenever  you  want  to 
quarrel  with  a  man,  always  provoke  him,  make 
him  appear  in  the  wrong  and  then  kill  him.'* 
Bismarck  coveted  Schleswig-Hoistein,  which 
belonged  to  Denmark,  to  enable  him  to  make  the 
great  Kiel  Canal.  This  was  in  1864,  and  as  the 
result  of  a  very  short  war  Schleswig-Hoistein  went 
into  the  pocket  of  Prussia.  The  next  thing  was  to 
defeat  Austria  and  thereby  cause  Bavaria  and  the 
South  German  States  to  look  on  Prussia  as  the 
chief  Germanic  Power.  Bismarck  provoked 
Austria  *  in  1866,  and  Austria  very  unwisely 
declared  war.  Prussia  was  ready,  armed  with  the 
old  needle  gun,  the  first  breech-loader  used  in 
modern  war,  while  the  Austrians  had  only  muzzle- 
loaders.  Austria  was  completely  defeated  at  the 
great  battle  of  Sadowa,  and,  after  seven  weeks,  the 
war  was  finished.  This  raised  Prussia  to  the 
position  of  a  Great  Power,  and  largely  increased 
her  population  and  wealth.  Hanover  was  invaded 
and  annexed,  Mecklenburg  and  Saxony  were  allied 
to  Prussia,  while  the  support  of  the  South  German 
States  was  secured  by  secret  treaties.  The 
population  available  for  war  was  raised  from 
twenty  millions  to -nearly  forty. 

It  was  now  the  turn  of  France  to  be  suppressed. 
The  Emperor  Napoleon  III.  was  provoked  and 
very  unwisely  declared  war  with  Prussia  in  1870 
and  shortly  afterwards  surrendered  at  Sedan. 
After  the  Siege  of  Paris,  France  had  to  pay  200 
million  pounds  indemnity,  which  far  more  than 
paid  the  cost  of  the  war.  She  also  had  to  submit 
to  the  loss  of  Alsace-Lorraine.  Germany  by  this 
means  secured  large  deposits  of  iron,  by  which 
she  developed  her  great  steel  industry,  and  with- 
out which  she  would  certainly  not  have  been  able 
to  carry  on  this  war.  Modern  Germany  has  been 
made  by  war,  and  war  alone.  The  present  genera- 


12 


tion  of  Germane  has  been  brought  up  with  the 
remembrance  of  these  three  wars — short,  sharp,  and 
successful.  The  whole  German  people  got  so 
absolutely  intoxicated  with  these  wars  that  they 
have  never  been  really  sober  since.  They  have 
learnt  that  war  waged  on  the  Prussian  system 
could  generally  be  made  short  and  very  successful. 
This  system  comprised  being  absolutely  ready 
themselves,  choosing  their  own  time  for  falling  on 
an  unprepared  enemy  and  then  conducting  the 
war  with  the  utmost  ferocity  and  ruthlessness. 

Germany's  Industrial  Progress. 

Since  then,  there  have  been  forty-four  years  of 
peace  ;  Germany  has  gone  ahead  industrially  to  a 
marvellous  extent ;  she  has  developed  railways 
and  industries,  always  with  a  view  to  a  future 
war.  A  great  mercantile  marine  has  grown  up,  a 
powerful  navy  has  been  created  and  colonies 
established.  There  was  no  country  in  the  world 
where  German  commerce,  German  finance  and 
German  influence  were  not  felt.  Germany  was 
trying  to  get  the  military  and  commercial  domina- 
tion of  the  world  by  peaceful  penetration,  but, 
failing  that,  she  was  preparing  to  fight  for  it. 
Then,  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago,  the 
Pan-German  party  arcse,  with  great  ideas  for  the 
expansion  of  Germany.  The  whole  German  nation 
may  be  said  to  have  suffered  from  swelled  head, 
regarding  themselves  as  heaven-sent  people  des- 
tined to  rule  the  world  and  inflict  their  Kultur 
upon  everybody.  The  German  Emperor  blasphe- 
mously took  to  calling  the  Almighty  "  the  good 
old  German  God,"  and  speaks  of  Him  continually 
as  the  exclusive  ally  of  Germany 

The  Pan-German  ideal  was,  first,  to  take  by 
force,  or  bring  into  subjection,  Holland  and 
Belgium,  and  so  control  the  great  ports  on  the 
Flanders  coast,  domiuating  the  Straits  and  the 
Channel  as  a  perpetual  threat  to  England  Later 
on  it  took  the  form  of  desiring  the  absorption 
of  the  northern  portion  of  France,  including  all 
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the  mineral  districts,  so  robbing  France  of  her 
richest  possessions  and  leaving  her  economically 
in  a  semi-bankrupt  statea 

The  Germans  are  now  claiming  that  they  must 
control  the  exit  from  the  future  Channel  Tunnel, 
and  render  impossible  any  more  attacus  by  Great 
Britain  on  innocent  peace-loving  Germany. 

The  Mittel-Europa  Scheme. 

A  little  later  the  Mittel-Europa  scheme  was  put 
forward  as  a  sorb  of  alternative  to  the  original 
Pan-German  scheme,  and  you  cannot  pay  too 
much  attention  to  that  important  item. 

Remember  the  German  doctrine,  "  Might  is 
Right,"  which  means  that  a  strong  nation  may  do 
what  it  likes  if  it  is  strong  enough,  ignoring  all 
treaties,  all  the  dictates  of  honour,  humanity  and 
chivalry,  all  the  practices  of  Christianity  and 
civilization,  if  any  military  advantage  is  to  be 
gained  thereby.  We  cannot  judge  the  German 
nature  by  our  own  ;  everything  we  honour  and 
respect  goes  by  the  board  in  war  time  with  the 
Germans.  No  dirty  trick  is  too  dirty  for  them,  no 
act  of  brutality  or  bestiality  is  too  outrageous  for 
them  in  war  time  ;  the  word  of  honour  does  not 
exist.  You  have  got  to  realise  that  the  German 
nature  is  entirely  different  from  ours. 

The  doctrine  of  f rightfulness  in  war  time,  which 
has  been  enlarged  upon  in  their  military  text 
books,  teaches  that  in  war  it  pays  a  strong  com- 
batant to  commit  the  most  appalling  atrocities 
upon  the  civilian  population  for  the  purpose  of 
terrorising  them,  securing  communications  and 
frightening  neutrals  into  remaining  neutral. 
There  are  plenty  of  examples  of  i rightfulness  in 
this  war ;  you  have  had  burnings,  murders,  and 
the  most  awful  crimes  against  women  and 
children,  girls  ill-used  in  the  presence  of  their 
parents  by  German  officers  and  men,  fathers  and 
husba  ds  put  in  rows  and  shot  down  and  their 
families  made  to  look  on,  hideous  brutality 
inflicted  on  infirm  and  innocent  civilians.    "  Leave 


the  invaded  people  nothing  but  their  eyes  to  weep 
with,"  is  the  maxim  of  a  German  army. 

If  the  Germans  Took  England. 

If  the  Germans  got  loose  in  Ed  gland  things 
would  be  ten  times  worse  than  they  were  in 
Belgium  and  France.  I  would  like  to  burn  these 
crimes  into  the  heart  of  every  woman  present.  If 
only  the  women  of  England  knew  one  quarter  of 
what  the  Germans  had  done  in  Belgium  and 
Northern  France  and  what  they  would  do  here  if 
they  invaded  this  country,  if  they  realised  what 
we  are  fighting  to  protect  them  from,  the  women 
of  England  would  see  to  it  that  no  conscientious 
objector  would  dare  to  show  his  face. 

You  have  got  numerous  instances  of  sham  sur- 
renders and  treachery  in  battle  which  so  made1  en ed 
many  of  our  regiments  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war  that  they  will  never  forget  them.  There  are 
rery  many  cases  of  the  cowardly  driving  of  women 
and  children  as  screens  in  front  of  attacking 
troops  ;  there  are  the  hideous  crimes  at  sea.  the 
sinking  of  the  "  Lusitania amongst  others;  the 
massacres  of  Armenians  by  Turks  to  get  rid  of  a 
non-Mussulman  nation — massacres  the  Germans 
could  easily  have  prevented  :  there  is  the  treat- 
ment of  wounded  soldiers  and  officers  in  Germany, 
under  circumstances  of  indignity  and  brutality, 
which  make  one's  blood  boil  to  hear  of.  I  refer 
to  this  in  order  to  impress  on  everybody  the 
importance  of  realising  the  latent  brutality  that 
is  in  the  German  nature  as  the  result  of  all  their 
teaching  and  training. 

When,  in  addition  to  all  this,  you  consider  their 
wonderful  military  genius  and  power,  their  manu- 
facturing resources  and  their  thrift,  industry, 
commercial  ability  and  national  thoroughness,  you 
can  see  the  danger  we  have  been  living  alongside 
of  while  Germany  for  years  has  been  preparing  for 
"Der  Tag.'' the  favourite  toast  amongst  themselves 
in  their  Navy.  >;  the  day  when  they  were  going 
to  overwhelm  the  world,  and  especially  England. 
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The  Real  Rulers  op  Germany. 

While  all  this  was  going  on,  the  blind  British 
public  ignored  the  cardinal  fact  that  German 
foreign  policy  was  not  controlled  by  the  people  in 
their  Parliament,  but  is  entirely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Kaiser  and  the  military  caste,  who  are  the  real 
governors  of  Germany  and  in  whom  the  people 
trust.  The  latter  have  every  right  to  trust  them, 
since  Germany  has  been  made  what  she  is  by 
aggressive  militarism  and  by  nothing  else. 

Germany  has  for  years  been  growing  intensely 
jealous  of  the  British  Empire.  Germans  said 
theirs  was  a  great  and  wonderful  nation  ;  so  is 
ours.  England  had  a  revolution,  securing  the 
rights  of  the  people,  some  centuries  ago,  when 
Germany  was  little  more  than  a  robber  State.  We 
got  the  start,  and  founded  colonies  ;  some  became 
great  dominions  and  all  became  valuable  as  coaling 
stations.  Are  we  to  retain  the  position  we  made 
for  ourselves  and  the  world,  or  are  we  to  "  get  out 
and  get  under"?  Is  the  British  Empire  to 
continue,  or  is  Germany  to  be  allowed  to  take  it  by 
force  ?   That  is  the  question  before  us  now. 

England,  they  say,  is  in  the  way  of  Germany, 
in  the  way  of  her  great  mercantile  development. 
German  traffic  has  to  go  through  the  Straits  of 
Dover  or  round  the  North  of  Scotland  ;  two  necks 
of  bottles,  both  capable  of  being  corked  by  the 
British  Navy  in  time  of  war.  So  England  is  in 
the  way  of  Germany ;  well,  we  did  not  put  it 
there.  But  a  German  sea  captain  going  from 
Hamburg  to  Shanghai  passes  Union  Jacks  all  the 
way — Dover  Castle,  Gibraltar,  Malta,  Egypt,  Aden, 
Colombo,  and  Hong  Kong.  In  the  West  Indies, 
and  near  Cape  Horn,  at  the  Falkland  Islands 
(where  there  was  a  little  surprise  awaiting  the 
Germans  at  the  beginning  of  the  war)  he  sees 
Union  .Tacks  ;  he  sees  them  in  South  Africa,  New 
Zealand,  Australia,  India,  and  Canada  ;  England  is 
everywhere,  a  most  intolerable  position  for  the 
peaceful  Boche,  engaged  in  the  peaceful  trade  of 
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the  world  »  They  say  they  want  tJie  freedom  of  the 
Beas  ;  they  have  always  had  it.  Germany  had 
perfect  freedom  of  commerce,  and  could  get  coal 
so  long  as  she  behaved  herself  and  kept  peace. 
Wherever  the  British  flag  flies,  there  is  absolute 
freedom  of  the  seas.  The  last  modern  German 
suggestion  is  that  the  freedom  of  the  seas  could 
not  be  considered  as  complete  without  the  sur- 
rendering by  England  of  Malta,  Gibraltar,  the 
Falkland  Islands,  Aden,  and  a  few  more.  The 
German  idea  of  freedom  of  the  seas  is  that  Ger- 
many is  to  be  allowed  to  commit  any  atrocity  on 
land,  and  nobody  who  has  a  fleet  is  to  be  allowed 
to  interfere  with  her. 

! 

What  the  Kaiser  wanted. 

The  Kaiser  says  he  did  not  will  this  war.  Oh, 
no  1  he  spoke  the  truth  for  once.  He  did  not  will 
this  war  ;  what  he  wanted  was  a  short,  sharp, 
quick  war,  like  the  wars  of  '64,  '66,  and  '70.  The 
Germans  thought  they  were  going  to  conquer 
France  and  Russia  and  be  home  by  Christmas  with 
the  domination  of  the  world  in  their  pockets,  The 
Kaiser  did  not  want  to  fight  England  ;  the  whole 
scheme  was  one  for  manoeuvring  England  into  a 
position  for  squeezing.  They  never  thought  we 
should  fight,  and  we  spoilt  their  plans  by  coming 
in  as  we  did.  France,  Russia  and  Serbia  having 
been  crushed  and  the  Flanders  coast  occupied, 
there  would  be  the  Mittel-Europa  scheme  and  then 
they  could  do  what  they  liked. 

As  an  example  of  squeezing  we  have  the  fact 
that  Germany  tried  to  get  hold  of  Madeira  some 
years  ago.  You  know  how  Madeira  lies  on  our 
Southern  trade  route,  how  extremely  inconvenient 
it  would  have  been  for  us  as  a  German  Heligoland 
and  submarine  base.  Portugal  would  not  give 
them  what  they  wanted.  In  1905  the  German 
Minister  called  on  the  Portuguese  Government  and 
said  the  German  fleet  might  probably  pay  an  after- 
noon call  on  Lisbon.  They  knew  what  that  meant, 
and  cabled  to  London.   The  British  fleet  was  nearly 


mobilised  that  night,  but  the  Atlantic  Fleet  at 
Gibraltar  was  sent  up  the  coast  of  Portugal  and 
steps  were  taken  by  undiplomatic  means  to  let  the 
Kaiser  know  what  had  been  done.  Two  days  later 
the  German  Minister  called  on  the  Portuguese 
Government  and  said  he  bad  misunderstood  and 
exceeded  his  instructions.  The  Atlantic  fleet  went 
back  to  Gibraltar.  It  did  not  get  in  jO  the  news- 
papers. 

Designs  on  the  Atlantic  Routes. 

Suppose  the  Germans  had  got  Madeira,  what 
would  there  have  been  to  prevent  them  getting 
the  Azores  and  occupying  that  most  important 
strategical  position  for  submarines?  Also,  how 
could  we  prevent  them  demanding  the  Faroe 
Islands  from  Denmark  ?  A  nice  position  we  should 
be  in  with  one  German  submarine  base  to  the  North 
of  the  Shetlands  and  two  others  in  the  Atlantic  ] 
How  many  food  ships  would  come  through  in 
the  <:  next  war "  they  are  already  discussing.  I 
am  informed  that  when  the  United  States  heard 
of  this  Madeira  incident  they  let  it  be  known  that 
they  would  strongly  object  to  having  Germany  at 
Madeira  on  the  direct  ocean  track  from  New  York 
to  the  Mediterranean.  How  much  more  would 
they  object  now,  with  all  the  experience  of  sub- 
marine devilries  ?  What  would  there  have  been  to 
prevent  the  Germans  getting  anything  they 
wanted  1  It  is  easy  to  realise  what  they  were  after 
when  they  were  hatching  this  Mittel-Europa  plot. 

In  1911  it  was  definitely  decided  by  Germany  to 
force  a  war  on  Europe  after  the  harvest  of  1914. 
The  Kiel  Canal  had  been  deepened  and  widened, 
but  it  would  not  be  finished  before  1914.  Later 
than  1914  the  Russians  would  probably  be  getting 
a  stronger  fighting  force  after  the  war  with  Japan. 
Germany  set  to  work  to  get  ready.  Mr.  Asquith, 
asked  by  Germany  in  1912  what  our  attitude 
would  be  in  the  event  of  war,  and  pressed  hard 
to  give  a  guarantee  of  neutrality,  has  told  us  ihat 
he  replied  that  if  Germany  were  invaded  we  could 
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not  take  part,  but  if  she  invaded  other  people  he 
could  not  answer  for  our  attitude. 

In  1912  and  1913  there  were  the  Balkan  Wars, 
and,  greatly  to  the  annoyance  of  Germany,  Serbia, 
Greece  and  Bulgaria  defeated  Turkey.  That 
created  an  unpleasant  situation  in  regard  to  Mittel- 
Europa ;  it  put  Serbia  in  too  strong  a  position. 
Bulgaria  no  doubt  was  egged  on  to  quarrel  over 
the  spoils  and  to  attack  the  Serbians  and  Greeks, 
but  Rumania  came  in  and  Bulgaria  had  to  climb 
down.  Serbia  had  established  a  strong  position 
right  on  the  track  of  the  Orient  Railway.  It  was 
all  the  more  necessary  for  Germany  to  attack 
Serbia  before  the  Peace  of  Bucharest  had  existed 
too  long. 

The  Attack  on  Serbia. 

In  1914  Germany  was  ready,  and  everybody  else 
was  unready.  We  know  how  many  valuable  lives 
,  that  unreadiness  cost  us.  Then  came  the  assassina- 
tion of  the  Archduke  in  June,  1914,  a  crime  which. 
I  believe,  was  deliberately  brought  about  by  German 
agency,  and  could  not  have  been  more  opportune 
as  regards  time,  place,  and  circumstances. 

It  was  necessary  to  crush  Serbia  and  get  through 
to  the  East.  Germany  had  already  secured  the 
co-operation  of  Turkey  and  Bulgaria,  Serbia  was 
an  independent  country.  The  whole  scheme  of 
the  war  was  that  Austria  should  be  the  ally  of 
Germany  and,  as  many  millions  of  Austrian 
subjects  detested  the  Prussians,  it  was  better  to 
begiu  with  an  Austrian  quarrel  so  that  Germany 
could  go  to  the  help  of  Austria.  The  Austrians 
had  always  prevented  the  Serbians  getting  a 
seaport,  so  much  ill-feeling  between  Austria  and 
Serbia  had  existed  for  years.  After  the  murder 
of  the  Archduke  a  state  of  tension  existed  for 
three  weeks. 

Suddenly  and  without  notice,  on  July  23,  that 
historic  ultimatum  was  handed  to  Serbia  by 
Austria  and  attack  was  threatened  if  its  outrageou3 
demands  were  not  complied  with  in  48  hours. 
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Russia,  the  proteotcr  of  the  Slav  race,  Deing 
anxious  to  preserve  peace,  advised  Serbia  to  give 
way.  She  gave  way  on  most  points,  but  there  was 
no  time  to  discuss  anything,  and  in  three  days  war 
had  begun  by  the  bombardment  of  Belgrade. 

Germany's  Insistence  on  War. 

You  know  the  rest — how  Russia  mobilised  her 
Southern  armies  against  Austria,  who  even  then 
was  willing  to  discuss  matters  with  Russia  at  a 
conference.  Germany,  however,  was  determined  on 
war,  and  drove  Austria  on,  and  then,  by  a  trick, 
got  Russia  to  mobilise  officially  and  declared  war 
on  her.  Secret  mobilisation  in  Germany  had, 
however,  as  we  now  learn,  been  proceeding  for 
several  days  prior  to  the  despatch  of  the  ultimatum. 
France  had  to  stand  by  Russia ;  England  wai 
invited  to  abandon  her  friend  France,  and  Germany 
said  that,  when  France  had  been  defeated,  she 
would  not  do  more  than  take  the  French  colonies. 
With  this  montrous  proposal  we  would  have 
nothing  to  do.  Belgium  was  asked  'for  a  free 
passage  for  the  German  armies,  but,  to  her 
eternal  honour,  she  refused,  and  said  she  would 
defend  her  neutrality  to  the  best  of  her  ability. 

It  was  all  a  surprise  about  England  coming  in. 
The  Germans  had  asked  what  about  England,  and 
said  England  probably  would  not  fight.  They  said 
we  talked  about  our  Empire,  but  were  a  Colossus 
with  feet  of  clay ;  they  said  England  had  a  big 
navy  but  no  army  capable  of  meeting  Germans, 
and  that  no  navy  had  ever  yet  won  a  war  by  itself. 
They  said  Ireland  was  on  the  brink  of  civil  war, 
that  the  English  were  a  decadent  race  and  a  mere 
nation  of  shopkeepers  who  would  not  fight,  or  that, 
if  they  did,  their  contemptible  little  army  would 
be  overwhelmed  along  with  that  of  France.  With 
the  channel  ports  "occupied  England  might  be  dealt 
with  at  leisure.  We  all  know  what  happened ;  how 
the  colonies  and  dominions  rolled  up,  how  English 
Labour  played  up  magnificently,  how  everybody 
put  aside  creeds  and  politics  and  rallied,  on  finding 
fepw  wo  had  been  tricked. 


The  most  necessary  thing  now  is  that  people 
should  really  understand  the  situation,  understand 
that  we  are  fighting  for  our  very  existence. 

The  Position  To-dat. 

The  position  is.  that,  after  three  and  a  half  years, 
the  trained  British  soldier.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  is  a  better  fighting  man  than  the  Boche. 
He  has  beaten  him  in  every  situation.  The 
Germans  had  an  immense  initial  advantage.  They 
could  move  easily  from  one  frontier  to  the  other, 
and  had  chosen  their  own  time,  but  the  civil 
population  of  Germany  is  suffering  severely  and 
undergoing  conditions  considerably  worse  than 
anything  we  have  to  put  up  with.  All  the  same, 
the  German  people  still  believe  in  the  military 
party,  and  the  military  party  is  still  in  the  ascendant 
owing  to  its  successes  in  Russia  and  Italy.  Once 
let  the  German  Army  be  beaten,  once  show  the 
German  people  that  war  does  not  pay  and  you  may 
see  a  change,  but  not  yet. 

Why  is  the  whole  world  fighting  Germany  ? 
Why  are  Americans,  Canadians,  and  Anzacs  all 
fighting  her  ?  Because  they  are  convinced  that 
peaceful  existence  in  the  world  is  impossible  along- 
side of  a  military  aggressive  monster,  which  keeps 
no  treaty,  which  knows  no  law  and  no  dictates  of 
humanity  when  it  suits  her  to  set  them  at  defiance. 
Leave  Germany  in  possession  of  what  she  lias,  and 
we  know  she  will  only  use  it  as  a  better  jumping 
off  place  for  the  next  war. 

She  is  already  preparing  for  the  next  time.  I 
wouJd  advise  you  to  read  a  work  by  Baron  von 
Freytag.*  which  shows  that  militarism  has  not 
lost  its  hold  on  the  German  people.  As  to  peace 
by  negotiation  ;  we  have  seen  in  Russia  what 
happens  in  peace  by  negotiation  when  Germany^ 
holds  all  the  trumps.  Do  you  suppose  for  one 
moment  that  if  you  stop  hostilities  and  proclaim 

Deductions  from  the  Great  War"  by  General  Baron 
von  Freytag,  of  the  German  General  Staff  (obtainable  at 
the  bookstalls,  cheap  edition). 
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an  armistice  lor  negotiation,'  you  are  going  to 
get  Germany  to  give  up  the  idea  of  a  Mittel- 
Europa  even  if  she  consented  to  evacuate  Belgium 
and  France.  They  are  now  making  investigations 
for  the  tunnel  under  the  Bosphorus  for  their 
through  traffic  with  Asia  Minor. 

We  must  Stick  it  out. 

Is  this  a  time  to  talk  of  peace  ?  I  think  we 
should  be  unworthy  descendants  of  our  forefathers 
it  we  failtd  to  stick  it  out.  There  is  hardly  a 
family  in  this  country  that  has  not  made  great 
sacrifices.  Is  all  this  to  go  in  vain  ?  Are  all  the 
wounded  men  who  have  suffered,  all  the  Canadians 
and  Australians,  all  that  they  have  done  and  borne 
to  go  for  nothing.    We  have  got  to  stick  it  out. 

There  is  a  great  economic  question  behind  all 
this.  All  classes  of  this  country  are  fighting  and 
dying  together  in  the  trenches.  We  want  to  see  a 
better,  a  more  contented  England  as  a  result  of 
this  war  ;  we  want  to  see  all  classes  combining 
together  to  make  an  England  t  hat  all  classes  of  the 
country  will  realise  is  a  country  worth  fighting  for 
and  dying  for.  We  want  to  see  the  social  standard 
of  living  improved  ;  we  want  to  see  an  end  put  to 
what  are  called  starvation  wages  ;  we  want  to  see 
less  greed  and  selfishness  at  one  end.  and  less 
suspicion  and  jealousy  at  the  other. 

How  can  you  do  that,  in  a  country  like  this, 
which  lives  by  its  great  foreign  trade,  if  Germany 
is  going  to  dominate  us  at  all  the  vital  points  in 
our  Empire  ?  How  can  we  do  it  if  we  are  not 
masters  in  our  own  house  1  It  cannot  be  done. 
One  thing  we  have  to  do  is  to  fight  on  and  America 
will  soon  be  coming  in  with  her  great  strength  to 
take  the  place  of  Russia.  Do  not  let  the  Army  in 
the  field  down  through  ignorance  of  what  the 
situation  is.  It  is  the  duty  of  everybody  to  consti- 
tute himself  a  sort  of  apostle  amongst  all  his 
friends,  bringing  home  to  every  one  he  meets  the 
exact  position  at  the  present  moment.   But  you 
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cannot  do  it  without  a  knowledge  of  the  geo- 
graphical situation.  You  must  show  them  on  maps 
that  Germany  has  got  what  she  went  to  war  for, 
and,  that  if  you  leave  it  to  her,  it  will  be  absolutely 
fatal  for  us  in  the  future.  We  have  no  war  aims 
beyond  defeating  those  of  Germany  and  ensuring 
peace  and  security. 
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Map  of  N.W.  Europe  and  the  chief  strategic  railways  l«adirjg  to  the  Seat  of  War. 


/  began  my  leciurcs  the  situation  in  Russia 
has  assumed  grave  proportions,  and  the  Black  Sea 
is  entirely  under  German  control.  Some  short- 
sighted people  in  this  country  are  taking  the  view 
that  because  the  Russians  have  "let  us  down" 
badly,  it  will  serve  them  right  to  be  ruled  by  Ger- 
many, and  that  we  need  take  no  steps  to  prevent 
developments.  A  greater  or  more  dangerous  mistake 
could  not  be  made. 

The  huge  Russian  masses  are  by  no  means 
inclined  to  submit  to  Germany,  but  80  per  cent,  of 
them  are  absolutely  illiterate  and  helpless. 

If  Germany  is  left  to  "penetrate"  Russia  quietly 
and  establish  control,  she  will  soon  develop  the 
alternate  routes  to  the  East  via  the  Black  and 
Caspian  seas,  or  through  Persia,  and  our  position  in 
the  East  will  be  most  fatally  threatened.  With  the 
immense  natural  resources  oj  Russia  and  an  igno- 
rant population  there  respecting  nothing  but  force, 
Germany,  if  left  with  a  free  hand  in  the  &astf  will 
very  soon  be  in  a  position  of  overwhelming  strength. 

Denbigh. 
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